
 
 
 

 
 

District Highlights 
Superintendent - Gina A. Potter, Ed.D. 

Week of April 19, 2019 
 
 
BOARD VICE-PRESIDENT HUMBERTO GURMILAN INTERVIEWED BY KUSI’S GOOD 
MORNING SAN DIEGO  
On Tuesday, April 16, Mr. Gurmilan was interviewed by Elizabeth Alvarez, reporter for KUSI 
Good Morning San Diego, on overcoming obstacles and the significance of his recent skydiving 
experience.  

 

Interview Link: https://www.kusi.com/259112-2/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

https://www.kusi.com/259112-2/


 
 
 
MANAGEMENT TEAM TRAINED ON BULLYING INVESTIGATIONS & BOARD POLICIES 
This Wednesday the management team was trained by Best Best & Krieger legal counsel Dina 
Harris on how to conduct student bullying complaint investigations.  Additionally, training was 
provided regarding the review of our district board policies regarding bullying and the uniform 
complaint procedure. 
 
SOUTHWEST VILLAGE PLANNING GROUP MEETING 
On Wednesday, April 17th the following representatives from our district attended the 
Southwest Village Planning Group Meeting:  Board Vice President Gurmilan, Board Member 
Rudy Lopez, CBO Marilyn Adrianzen, Director of MOTF Paulo Azevedo and myself.  During the 
meeting it was shared that Pardee Homes is projecting about 1,841 elementary students and 
471 middle school students to move into the new home development they are building.  Pardee 
has set aside a 10 acre lot for a school and a joint use park.  They noted a 2nd school may be 
needed.  
 
SAN YSIDRO MIDDLE SCHOOL 7TH GRADE INTERNSHIP DAY AT OUTLETS AT THE 
BORDER - APRIL 18, 2019 
Over 150 7th grade students from San Ysidro Middle School participated in the 7th Grade 
Internship Day at the Outlets, coordinated by the San Ysidro Chamber of Commerce Education 
Committee led by Cynthia Nagura and hosted by the San Ysidro Outlets and their General 
Manager, Andres Ripa.  About 10 different businesses and administration divisions of the 
outlets volunteered to be a part of this exciting program for students!  They volunteered 
resources, staff and products to make this a special career day for our middle school students! 
Below you will find photos of the schedule of events for the day and students interacting and 
learning from the various businesses.  
 
This is the 5th year that this special annual event has occurred.  Our district is most grateful to 
both the San Ysidro Chamber of Commerce Education Committee and the San Ysidro Outlets 
for hosting this incredible event!!! 
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PARENT INSTITUTE FOR QUALITY EDUCATION (PIQE) - SUNSET SCHOOL  
Congratulations to the 30 parents from Sunset School who graduated this week from the PIQE 
Institute!!! A special thanks to Board Vice-President Humberto Gurmilan who was the keynote 
speaker at the PIQE graduation. The After School Sunset Dance Team treated the graduates 
and attendees to an incredible dance performances. Thank you to Ms. Colom for attending 
alongside Superintendent Potter! 
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SMYTHE CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER AUTISM WEEK 
On Friday, April 12, 2019, the Smythe Child Development center held their annual Autism 
Awareness event. The mild to moderate CDC SPED class organized the activity. Children 
danced to musical songs around the playground structure where they gathered to learn about 
Autism. The children counted down from 10 and selected students released the balloons onto 
the air in celebration of inclusion.  
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COURAGEOUS PRINCIPALS @ DELOITTE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS  
Leadership Institute in Texas attended by Ms. Colom & 4 other Principals (Manuel Bojorquez, 
Russell Little, Efrain Burciaga and Maria Connie Rodriguez). This institute was sponsored by 
the San Diego County Office of Education and was a one of a kind learning experience.  Our 
weekend was spent on leadership development curriculum that offered us a two day learning 
experience with a targeted focus on communication, engagement and relationship building 
skills. We left with tools to execute action plans that were built during the program. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION SCHOOL VISIT AT OCEAN VIEW HILLS SCHOOL AND VISTA DEL 
MAR MIDDLE SCHOOL  
A special thanks to Ocean View Hills and Vista Del Mar Middle special education staff for the 
school classroom visits that our district office team did this week.  Board President Irene Lopez, 
the Director of Special Education Oscar Madera, the Executive Director of Education Services 
Manuela Colom, Superintendent Coach Ernie Anastos, Principal Avilas and I served on the 
team that visited each of the schools.  Below are the notes and photos from our team’s school 
visits. 
 

SCHOOL VISIT PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS 
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INDEPENDENT CITIZENS’ OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE  
(Marilyn Adrianzen) 
The District interviewed 6 B.O.C. applicants.  These 6 applicants were presented to the 
Board at the April 11th Board meeting and the Board took action to appoint the 
applicants recommended by the B.O.C. Interviews.  We have one vacant position 
(Taxpayer Group).  Marinovich consulting is working diligently to fill the Taxpayer 
Representative position by our next Board Meeting on May 9, 2019. 
 

January 2019 Bond Oversight Committee application process begins.  Evaluate, review and 
rank all applications 

March 2019 Results of the ranking process will be presented to the Superintendent and 
recommendation to the Board  

April Board Meeting Appointment of B.O.C. members 
Once approved by the board, training and orientation may begin 

May 9th Board 
Meeting 

Appointment of Taxpayer Group B.O.C member 

May 30, 2019  First B.O.C. meeting 

 
Below is a picture taken on April 11, 2019 at the Regular Board Meeting of the Bond Oversight 
Committee along with the Governing Board, Superintendent and Chief Business Official.  
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News Article Links: 
 
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/communities/south-county/story/2019-04-15/san-
ysidro-creates-long-awaited-bond-oversight-committee 
 
http://enewspaper.sandiegouniontribune.com/infinity/article_share.aspx?guid=caa8e657-
a72f-4337-9fdf-2bf832cc7bf2 
 
MEDIA UPDATE (Francisco Mata) 
 
Below is a list of recent news article/s: 
 

● Union Tribune: San Ysidro creates long-awaited bond oversight committee 
○ https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/communities/south-county/story/2019-04-

15/san-ysidro-creates-long-awaited-bond-oversight-committee  
 
 
Below is a chart of all school visits from August 2018 through April 2019: 
 

Superintendent School Visits  

    

School Name Visit Date Visit Time Notes 

La Mirada School 

1) August 21, 2018 
2) October 16, 2018 
3) December 4, 2018 
4) February 19, 2019  
5) February 26, 2019 (SPED) 

8:45-10:30 a.m. 
8:30-11:00 a.m. 
8:45-10:30 a.m. 
8:45-11:00 a.m. 
8:45-11:00 a.m. 
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Ocean View 
Hills School 

1) August 22, 2018 
2) November 6, 2018 
3) May 1, 2019 

8:45-10:30 a.m. 
8:45-10:30 a.m. 
8:45-11:00 a.m. 

 

Smythe 
School 

1) August 22, 2018 
2) September 4, 2018 
3) October 31, 2018 (Halloween Parade) 
4) January 29, 2019 
5) April 23, 2019 

8:45-10:30 a.m. 
8:45-10:30 a.m. 
8:30-9:00 a.m. 
8:45-11:00 a.m. 
8:45-11:00 a.m. 

 

Sunset 
School 

1) October 17, 2018 
2) October 31, 2018 (Halloween Visit) 
3) December 19, 2018 
4) March 6, 2019 

8:45-10:30 a.m. 
10:00-10:30 a.m. 
8:45-10:30 a.m. 
8:45-11:00 a.m. 

 

San Ysidro 
Middle School 

1) October 9, 2018 
2) December 18, 2018 (Learning Walk) 
3) February 26, 2019 (SPED) 

8:45-10:30 a.m. 
8:45-10:30 a.m. 
8:45-11:00 a.m. 

 

Vista Del Mar 
Middle School 

1) October 23, 2018 
2) November 27, 2018 
3) February 27, 2019 

8:45-10:30 a.m. 
8:45-10:30 a.m. 
8:45-11:00 a.m. 

 

Willow  
School 

1) September 4, 2018 
2) September 19, 2018 
3) October 24, 2018 (Coffee with the Principal) 
4) December 11, 2018 
5) February 20, 2019 

8:45-10:30 a.m. 
9:30-11:00 a.m. 
8:30-9:30 a.m. 
8:45-10:30 a.m. 
8:45-11:00 a.m. 

 

Child 
Development 
Center (CDC) 

1) October 10, 2018 
2) October 31, 2018 (Halloween Parade) 
3) December 5, 2018 (Sunset & OVHS) 
4) April 16, 2019 (Smythe) 

8:45-10:30 a.m. 
9:00-9:30 a.m. 
8:45-10:30 a.m. 
8:45-11:00 a.m. 

 

Special 
Education 

1) February 26, 2019 (Start at La Mirada and 
SYMS) 
2) April 17, 2019 (Start at OVHS and VDM) 

8:45-11:00 a.m. 
 
8:45-11:00 a.m. 

 

 
LOOKING AHEAD (by Monica Yrineo & Miguel Ortega) 
Below is a chart of upcoming dates and events. 
 

 
DATE 

 
TIME 

 
LOCATION 

 
EVENT 

Date moved 
from Thurs., 
April 18 to  

Tues., April 23 

8:30 a.m. - K-1 
9:30 a.m.- 2nd-3rd 
1:30 p.m. - 4-5th 
2:15 p.m. - 6th 

Willow School Perfect Attendance 
Assembly 

 

Tues., April 23 8:30 a.m. Smythe School Coffee with Principal 

Tues., April 23 9:00 a.m. Vista Del Mar Middle School Coffee with Principal 
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Tues., April 23 3:30-5:00 p.m. CDC Preschool Open 
House 

Thurs., April 25 3:15-4:45 p.m. Ocean View Hills School Sci-Phy Display of 
Learning 

Fri., April 26 12:30 p.m.-2:45 p.m. Vista Del Mar Middle Electives Fair 

Fri., April 26 1:45 p.m. Sunset School Sci-Phy Display of 
Learning 

Thurs., May 2 3:30-5:00 p.m. Sunset School Preschool Open 
House 

Thurs, May 2 3:00-5:00 p.m. Sunset School Open House 

Sat., May 11 5:00 - 9:00 p.m. Sheraton San Diego Hotel & 
Marina 

Grande Ballroom 
1380 Harbor Island Drive 

San Diego, CA 92101 

17th Annual 
“Honoring Our Own” 

Awards Dinner 
 

Recognition for 
Principal Bojorquez 

- Elementary 
Principal of the Year 

 
2019 GOVERNING BOARD MEETINGS (by Monica Yrineo & Miguel Ortega) 
 

DATE TIME LOCATION TYPE OF BOARD 
MEETING 

(Regular or Special) 

Friday, Jan. 18, 2019 2:00 - 6:00 p.m. Board Room Special Meeting 
Board Workshop 

Thurs., Jan. 24, 2019 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. VDM Special Meeting 

Thurs., Jan. 24, 2019 5:00 p.m. VDM Regular Meeting 

Thurs, Feb. 21, 2019 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Sunset Special Meeting 

Thurs., Feb. 21, 2019 5:00 p.m. Sunset Regular Meeting 

Thurs., Feb. 28, 2019 5:00 p.m. Board Room Regular Meeting 

Thurs., March 14, 2019 5:00 p.m. Smythe  Regular 

Thurs., April 11, 2019 5:00 p.m. VDM Regular 

Thurs., May 9, 2019 3:00 p.m. LM Special Meeting 

Thurs, May 9, 2019 4:00 p.m. LM Special Meeting 
GO Bond Workshop 

Thurs., May 9, 2019 5:00 p.m. LM Regular 

15 



 
 
 

Thurs, June 6, 2019 3:00 p.m. Smythe Special Meeting 

Thurs., June 6, 2019 5:00 p.m. Smythe Regular 

Thurs., June 13, 2019 5:00 p.m. Board Room Regular 

Fri., June 28, 2019 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. Board Room Special Meeting 

Thurs., July 11, 2019 5:00 p.m. Board Room Regular 

Thurs., August 8, 2019 5:00 p.m. Board Room Regular 

Thurs., September 12, 2019 5:00 p.m. SYMS Regular 

Thurs., October 10, 2019 5:00 p.m. OVHS Regular 

Thurs., Nov. 14, 2019 5:00 p.m. Willow  Regular 

Thurs., Dec. 19, 2019 5:00 p.m. SYMS Organizational Meeting 
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